Friends of Bob January '07 Newsletter

     James McMurtry is a powerful songwriter and sharp guitarist, who specializes in character-driven songs that take their inspiration from details of life in small town America. In more recent times, political issues have forced themselves to the surface as important themes and McMurtry's denunciation of the Bush administration, "We Can't Make It Here," was described by novelist Steven King in Entertainment Weekly as maybe "the best American protest song since 'Masters of War'." The song picked up the Song of the Year Award at 5th Annual Americana Music Association Awards held at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville. Indeed McMurtry's 2005 album, Childish Things, also won Album of the Year. With Childish Things and a live album, Live in Aught-Three, McMurtry appears to be at the top of his game. This should be a great night. Powerful songs performed by the power trio of McMurtry on guitar, Ronnie Johnson on bass and harmony vocals, and drummer Daren Hess. Hess has worked a lot with The Silos and one of FoB's very first performers, Michael Hall. Both Hess and Johnson worked a lot with Ronnie Lane during the years he spent in Austin.
        Opening the evening's music will be another powerful band led by an outstanding songwriter. The Brains Behind Pa are based out of Indianapolis and perform Bill Price's terrific songs. Lafayette music fans will be excited to hear stellar guitarist Gordon Bonham perform in a setting different from the blues outfit he has so often stunned us with. The band's recently released album Better for the Deal is really a gem. Besides Price and Bonham on guitars, Gary Bole plays accordian and keyboards, Jeff Chafin plays drums, and Jeff Stone plays bass. "Most of the influences on this band are from the 1960's and 1970's and before - on back to early folk and blues music. So the approach was to write new songs, with some new ideas, but to also incorporate the essence of the older music we love," explains Price.
Thursday, February 8,

James McMurtry

& the Heartless Bastards

+ special guests

Brains Behind Pa
featuring Bill Price & Gordon Bonham 

Lafayette Brewing Co., 622 Main, Lafayette 8:00 (doors 7:00)

Tickets $8 (advance); $10 (day of show) at Von's Records,  JL Records, McGuire Music, and Lafayette Brewing Co.

Advance tickets by mail are $9. Send your check to:

Friends of Bob, PO Box 59, Battle Ground, IN 47920

Please provide your name, address, phone #, and e-mail address.
"Not since John Prine made his debut in 1971 has a musical voice form the heartland offered such biting images of ordinary Americans living and dying in places far from the bright lights of the big city." New York Times
"Few in this world are blessed with the knack for storytelling that McMurtry has in abundance. His shows are events not to be missed." -Austin Chronicle.
Described by "Few in this world are blessed with the knack for storytelling that McMurtry has in abundance. His shows are events not to be missed." -Austin Chronicle.

Described by Steven King as "the truest, fiercest songwriter of his generation." In Entertainment Weekly, King said, " 'We Can't Make It Here' by James McMurtry and the Heartless Bastards is stark and wrenchingly direct. This may be the best American protest song since 'Masters of War.' Love it or hate it, you'll never forget it."

McMurtry won the Song of the Year and Album of the Year awards for "We Can't Make It Here" and Childish Things respectively at the 5th Annual Americana Music Association Awards held at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville.
"A remarkable, empathetic songwriter… Childish Things (2005), his seventh studio release, shows McMurtry and his band at their best, with warm harmonies, smart lyrics and diverse instrumentation." David Dye, World Café
"This Fort Worth native paints stories with his brilliant, poignant and occasionally biting lyrics. His wise-acre wit and jangly guitar playing come through loud and clear to make this CD a true masterpiece. He shares the verbal ingenuity, the restless anger, the same subterranean homesick satire, and owes a considerable debt to Dylan's manic electrification of folk narratives." No Depression
Please help us publicize this show by downloading a poster from our website: www.friends-of-bob.org
&       WE ARE STILL IN NEED OF MORE VOLUNTEERS to help out with half-hour shifts at concerts.  Many volunteers who signed up in the distant past have different email addresses that now bounce; if you are still interested in volunteering and have not received a volunteer request recently, please update your email by contacting our volunteer coordinator Brian Wagner. Email works best (bhwagner34@msn.com) but phone will work too (448 4667). FoB is totally volunteer-run. It's what helps us keep ticket prices low and propels the energy of the organization. Please consider working a shift occasionally.
&       T_SHIRTS Our thanks to the Village Shirt Works and its owner Duncan Meyer who made our new FoB t-shirts at cost, thus donating his company's time to FoB as a fund raiser. We still have a few t- shirts and golf shirts left. If you are interested in buying one, contact fob@insightbb.com, telling us your size, and we'll let you know what we have.
&       Thanks also to the Hilton Garden Inn for helping us out!!!
&       We are looking for a volunteer or volunteers to help FoB write a grant. If you would like more details, please contact fob@insightbb.com .
     
&       Do the Dues!!! Membership dues are by the calendar year-2007 dues are due! Your donations are crucial!!!
Dues pay for this newsletter and provide a safety net for when admission charges don't cover expenses. Please help us keep the music coming. Become a Friend of Bob! Dues are $10 per person. If you can make a donation above the $10 we would greatly appreciate it, and since we are a 501[c][3] not-for-profit organization, donations above the dues are tax-deductible and really assist us HUGELY in what we're trying to do. If you have an asterisk by your name on the label of this newsletter, you have already paid your 2007 dues. The following people have recently sent in their 2007 dues. Thanks from us all-and thanks to all the volunteers that make Friends of Bob happen.

Jean Andres

Gail Beck

Rick & Pam Bender

George Bodner

Susan Calvert

Linda Cohen

Margy Deverall

Al Gerth

Lynn & Glen Hegewald

Jerry Hunsley

David Kemmerer

LuAnn Lamie

Bruce Lehman

Shelley Lowenberg-DeBoer

Edwin Layer

John & Georene McKnight

Robert Mertz

Jon & Beth Myers

Joe & Dai Peters

Shawn & Vicki Quigley

Scott E. Randolph

Shirley & Richard Roberts

J. Stiles

Dena & Harry Targ

Like to join?

Go to How Can I Help? at

www.friends-of-bob.org
Please consider a tax-deductible gift to FoB.

2007 FoB shows:  March 8 Cherish the Ladies [Loeb; tix on sale February 9]; April 1 The Roches [Duncan; tix on sale March 9]
www.lafayettebrewingco.com:  2/14 Buckwheat Zydeco; 3/2 Ekoostic Hookah; 3/24 Bonepony
www.knickerbockersaloon.com
Zooleggers, 644 Main
Downtown Records: lots of shows www.myspace.com/dtrecords
2nd Annual Gypsy Jazz Fest, 2/3, 101 West Main, Arcadio, IN 317 984 3560
Celtic music in Cincinnati:  http://www.cincinnatifolklife.com/index.php?pg=calendar
More local music news at www.lafayettemusicleague.com
COMMENTARY: MUSICIANS KEEP THE POLITICS IN YOUR SONGS by James McMurtry _ Once at a show of mine in Plano, Texas, a woman took it upon herself to dance around in front of the stage with a handwritten sign that read, "Keep Politics Out of Music." She had not liked the anti-Bush rant that I had inserted into the song "Levelland." I wonder what she thought of the works of Woody Guthrie, John Lennon or Bob Dylan? And would she have been equally as offended by the sentiments expressed in the songs of Merle Haggard, Toby Keith or Clint Black? Was it politics in music that she objected to, or more specifically, my politics in my music? I probably lost a fan that day, not the first or the last._I used to try to keep politics out of my music not for fear of losing fans (I had no fans) but rather for fear that my songs would become sermons. I did not want to be seen as another mediocre folkie up there preaching with righteous conviction to mask the fact that his songs sucked. __It was a while before I realized that it is possible to write a good politically motivated song. Steve Earle's "The Ballad of Billy Austin," written from the point of view of a death-row inmate, showed me that it could be done. It is a great song first, a biting social commentary second. Kris Kristofferson's work has the same quality; it gets his point across without sacrificing his art. Oddly, when I first heard Kristofferson's songs, I did not notice the political statements in them. I was a child then, and the Vietnam War so thoroughly colored the world I came into that I could not even see it. The war was like your grandmother's kitchen wallpaper: you had seen since you were 3 and no longer noticed. The sight of those glum-faced, young soldiers in the airport was perfectly normal to me._The soldiers are back in the airports, but they are older now. I did not want my son's generation to grow numb to the sight of them, to become "blase about war," as Lennon once said. So I took a chance and put out a song called "We Can't Make It Here." I put it out first as a free download. I received a lot of nasty e-mails right off the bat, but the download got more attention than anything I have put on a CD in the last 10 years. __Now, a year and a half later, WXRT Chicago, a station that has not added a James McMurtry song since the early '90s, is playing its own edit of "We Can't Make It Here" and doing quite well with it. (Yes, I am indeed blowing my own horn here. Somebody has to since my last manager threw up his hands and ran screaming back to Connecticut.) __WKIT, Stephen King's classic rock station in Bangor, Maine, was on the song as soon as it hit the Internet. Maine has lost 30,000 jobs to outsourcing, one of the facets of modern American life that the protagonist in my song complains about. __You could say that my little song became a hit in Bangor. That is good for me, but not so good for Bangor. "We Can't Make It Here" is not popular in Bangor or anywhere else by virtue of it being a great song. Its popularity, like that of most popular songs, lies in the fact that people are hearing their own lives in it. The lives they are hearing in this song cannot be much fun right now._In a recent article in the Austin Chronicle, interviewer Andy Langer said to Kris Kristofferson, "Some people say the smart thing for folks like you and the Dixie Chicks is just to shut up and sing."__Kristofferson's response was, "I would say back, 'Shut up and listen.' "__Kristofferson is not the darling of country radio that he once was, but he has not gone away. He has continued to use his voice, and his power as a performer has only increased. Last year at South by Southwest, the Continental Club was dead silent when he sang. Even the people on the sidewalk watching through the open door were silent. __But, sadly, most of us so-called artists are afraid to use our voices, afraid to take a stand for fear of committing career suicide. We have to get over that fear because in succumbing to it we become invisible, and invisibility, for an artist, is true career death. __We cannot please everybody and we should not bother trying. It is not our job to be loved. It is our job to be remembered.
James McMurtry and the Heartless Bastards

Live in Aught-Three (Compadre) Nearly every Wednesday, the Continental Club has been featuring the unbeatable double bill of Jon Dee Graham and James McMurtry. With two iconoclastic singer-songwriters whose love of guitars is set on stun, it's a blow-your-face-out kinda night that, if you're not careful, will wreak havoc on the rest of week. Live in Aught-Three wasn't recorded in South Austin, however. It's a sampler from shows recorded in Salt Lake City, Nashville, and Asheville, N.C. It's nevertheless a worthy representation of what McMurtry and his band, the Heartless Bastards, are capable of laying down. There's a broad survey of songs from his seven albums, including a solo rendition of the previously unreleased "Lights of Cheyenne." Tunes such as "Choctaw Bingo" and "Too Long in the Wasteland" demonstrate McMurtry's ability to capture a gritty slice of life played unflinchingly loud. As a trio, the Bastards are drummer Daren Hess and bassist Ronnie Johnson, McMurtry sonically illustrating that he's a much better guitarist than he's generally given credit for. The sound is bare bones, raw, and raucous. Several tracks extend beyond six minutes, yet there's no noodling. There's a sense of jamming going on, but like McMurtry's lyrics, this is no-frills, freak-flag rock. Turn it up.

Saint Louis Riverfront Times:

McMurtry has storytelling in his bones. He's the son of novelist Larry McMurtry and the spiritual heir to the Texas-troubadour tradition embodied by Townes Van Zandt and Guy Clark. Lou Reed built his career vowing to bring literary themes into rock & roll; McMurtry merges his traditional tales of dysfunctional characters searching for their co-dependents with Reed's specific attention to tonal perfection. Whereas Reed's losers are city dwellers, McMurtry's live out in the middle of the country (though for McMurtry, the middle happens to be Texas). Despite his adherence to the Texas singer/songwriter form of basic blues and folk chord changes with simple melodic variations, McMurtry is concentrating harder on the sound of his records than do any of his peers and forebears, with the possible exception of Joe Ely. This record is the culmination of a career spent looking for a way to bring that city sound to the country.

Austin Chronicle:

James McMurtry Reviewed  BY CHRISTOPHER GRAY

Childish Things (Compadre)
"When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things." James McMurtry adopts Corinthians 13:11 as title and theme of his latest LP, pondering life after such things have been put away. Childhood excursions to parking-lot circuses become lectures from the wife who wants to know, "When you gonna act like you know you should?" Like Bob Dylan, 43-year-old McMurtry specializes in character sketches writ large, illuminating the inner lives of ordinary people through detail-rich portraits of their circumstances and surroundings. It could be the drifter in the dried-up town of "Six Year Drought" or the trucker hung up on some long-ago hitchhiker in "Pocatello," but McMurtry's characters often spend the present wrestling with their past. Elsewhere, he opens up the family album on the whimsical "See the Elephant" and "Memorial Day," and considers the bleak state of the union on "We Can't Make It Here," where it's McMurtry's tone of resignation, not anger, that makes the words really sting. Put away childish things and you're left with adult realities, so when McMurtry sings, "All I want now is a comfortable chair," he's more than earned it.
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____ I'd like to support live music by becoming a Friend of Bob. I'm enclosing $10 (more, if you'd like; amounts above $10 are tax deductible since Friends of Bob is registered with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.)

Mail to Friends of Bob, Box 59, Battle Ground, IN 47920.

Name...............................................................................................................................................................................
Address (including zipcode) .........................................................................................................................................

Phone #.......................................................  e-mail........................................................................................................

Friends of Bob is all-volunteer. Please check here if you would be willing to help out occasionally. ___  

[ ] work the door   [ ] put up posters   [ ] cook a dish for the band  [ ] serve food to the band   [ ]clean up after a show 

[ ] load in or load out equipment   [ ] miscellaneous

Other comments:
If you prefer not to receive further emails from Friends of Bob, please let us know at fob@insightbb.com












