Friends of Bob Newsletter January 2008

 

Chairs, Chairs, Chairs, Chairs, Chairs

            And more chairs. For our next show at the Lafayette Brewing Company we will be bringing in at least 100 more chairs—maybe more, depending on ticket sales. This right now is a one-time experiment and not something we will do for every show. The nature of the Asylum Street Spankers music makes it particularly good that the audience be seated and attentive. If anyone would like to help with the task of bringing chairs from Midwest Rentals to LBC on the Friday afternoon and/or taking them back to Midwest Rentals on Saturday morning, please be in touch: fob@insightbb.com / 567 2478.

 

The Asylum Street Spankers are coming back to town! And tickets are on sale now! They are an 8-piece,  one-of-a-kind, vaudevillian outfits that puts on a SHOW! Led by the larger-than-life Wammo and Christina Marrs, they sound like a jugband from the 1920s or ‘30s—playing a mix of originals and covers that are smart (and sometime smart alecky), inventive, convincingly authentic sounding, and at times hilarious. Though their sound is rooted in a past ere, many of their originals and covers are strikingly contemporary. They formed in 1994 and took the Asylum Street Spankers name because their first regular gig was street busking on Guadalupe—a main street in Austin, TX, that leads to the state mental hospital. Thanks to their musical inventiveness, showmanship, and sheer originality they have established themselves as an underground institution that continues to tour the United States, Europe, and Japan. This will be an evening of dazzling musicality and big-time entertainment!

 

Please publicize this show by downloading a poster from our website: www.friends-of-bob.org

 

Friday, February 1; 8:00 p.m. (doors 6:00)

from Austin TX

Asylum Street Spankers

asylumstreetspankers.com

www.myspace.com/asylumstreetspankers

Lafayette Brewing Company, 622 Main St., Lafayette

$10 advance/$12 (day of show)

at Lafayette Brewing Company, Von's Records,  JL Records, and McGuire Music

Advance tickets by mail are $11. Send your check to:

Friends of Bob, PO Box 59, Battle Ground, IN 47920

Please provide your name, address, phone #, and e-mail address.

 

“The Spankers are a 6-piece collective of musicians from Austin, Texas, that specializes in a hybrid mix of swing, jazz, country and lounge. The Spankers do a lot of things very well, but they excel at lowbrow bawdiness—they pull it off like vaudevillian pros and back it up with serious musical talent.” Rolling Stone

“The Asylum Street Spankers, a loose, unplugged collective of Austin, TX, pickers and bon vivants, seem to have little trouble deftly blending virtuosic musicianship with seemingly effortless musical and lyrical wit. The band flits between ragtime, country, old-style AM radio pop tunes, swing, and country-blues with equal ease.” allmusic.com

“With a snare drum, string bass, banjo, clarinet, ukulele, guitar, harmonica, kazoo and washboard in the band, the seven-piece Spankers ensemble can't help but recall the raw-boned, jazz-inflected sounds of the 1920s and '30s, and one imagines the band would have been right at home at a Texas speakeasy. But while the melodies and vocals summon the olden days, the relentlessly comical lyrics are anything but old-fashioned.” Washington Post

“The Asylum Street Spankers are an Austin treasure that I should have checked out a long time ago. Basically, they play this kind of ragtime jazzy music with old-timey country undercurrents that you might expect to find in some prohibition speakeasy. Calling them a novelty act would be a crude oversight of their skill, passion, and their ability to serve up unbridled fun in foaming pints. Just watching the band's faces is enough to split your cords, as they bug their eyes out, grin, and emote with contortions that would do Tex Avery proud. Not to mention their preference for reinterpreting songs by bands like the Beastie Boys and B-52s, so utterly remaking them in the Spanker image that they cease to be recognizable. Their live act seems choreographed with uncanny precision, every funny aside and pinball barbershop harmony on Swiss time. Even the repartee, which comes off as pure spontaneity, hits the mark with all the skill and practice of a burlesque barker. Having been around for more than a decade in one incarnation or another certainly doesn't hurt, but I couldn't help but marvel at the seamless whole of their shtick.” popmatters.com

            Over the last 10 years, more than 30 musicians have contributed to Austin's all-acoustic jug band Asylum Street Spankers. Three things, however, have stayed constant: metalhead poet/ washboard player Wammo; chanteuse and banjo picker Christina Marrs; and the quality of the music -- mixing jazz, punk, blues and metal, as complex as it is comedic. The Spankers' Vaudeville-style shows incorporate twisted originals along with reworkings of "classics" spanning the 19th century to the present. Now the Spankers have compiled some favorite live covers on the group's sixth full-length, Mercurial.  While the Spankers' take on the B-52's manic "Dance This Mess Around" is dead on, the remaining songs are made the group's own. Marrs, who can go from bellowing Bessie Smith blues to Betty Boop's helium hiccup in a heartbeat, rekindles rag and jazz standards such as "Digga Digga Doo" and "Sugar in My Bowl" with new sexual heat. Wammo discovers the inner swing in the Beastie Boys' "Paul Revere," then does back-to-back white trash anthems "TV Party" (Black Flag) and "Hick Hop" (a Wammo original). Occasionally, the Spankers' ideas don't work. Incorporating Jim Carroll's pained "People Who Died" into 19th-century rag "Tight Like That" is an awkward juxtoposition merely seeking cred. But most of the Spankers' pop culture references are as relevant as they are hilarious. Creative Loafing (Atlanta) review of Mercurial CD

This, Asylum Street Spankers' sophomore recording, breezes in on acoustic guitar and ukulele strains and the words "Life ain't a cakewalk, it's a waltz/And they're playing my music out of time" -- and it only gets better from there. Indeed, the Asylum Street Spankers, a loose, unplugged collective of Austin, TX, pickers and bon vivants, seem to have little trouble, on Hot Lunch's 16 cuts, deftly blending virtuosic musicianship with seemingly effortless musical and lyrical wit. The band flits between ragtime, country, old-style am radio pop tunes, swing, and country-blues with equal ease. The Spankers are -- particularly on such puckish, narrative cuts as "Trippin' Over You," "Sad Bomber," and others -- manage to walk the razor thin line between novelty and just plain fun-lovin' jamboree frolics. It's this graceful self-awareness that separates Asylum Street Spankers from such less graceful musical revivalists as the Squirrel Nut Zippers. In fact, on the cut "Smells Like Thirty-Something," the Spankers seem to, well, spank the mid-'90s swing revival craze on its rump, chiding, atop a rollicking, bluesy riff, "I like martinis/and I like cigars/But I hate martini and cigar bars." Somewhere between that sense of humor and vocalist/instrumentalist (for every Spanker is a multi-instrumentalist) Christina Marrs' sublime vocals lies the charm of Asylum Street Spankers as expressed in these grooves. A beautiful, rocking, and rollicking unplugged beer-and-pot party populated with the most unpretentious, heartbreaking characters you're ever likely to meet. Allmusic.com: Review of Hot Lunch CD

 

 

"The Asylum Street Spankers are named after a street in Austin, Texas. They're one part revival band, one part satire, and one part performance art troupe. They pulled their material from the kitchen sink of American culture: Robinson Crusoe, Paul Revere, covers of the hard-core punkers Black Flag, and old-time jazz There's a little bit of Betty Boop, a little bit of bluegrass, and an entire zoo of instruments, including a musical saw, harmonica, kazoo, mandolin, and ukulele. Also, they've got 7 people."    NPR's All Things Considered

 

SPAM filters: We believe that everyone receiving this email has asked to be on our email list. Increasingly, SPAM filters are bouncing emails. Please put fobnewsletter@insightbb.com in your address book. This will hopefully give your SPAM filters the message that it's okay to deliver these newsletters

Our next Organizational Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 18 at 7:30 at the Lafayette Brewing Company. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend.

 

Volunteers! We need people to work at shows for half an hour taking tickets, watching the dressing room entrance, setting up the room, helping clean up, and so on. Please contact Brian Wagner, our volunteer coordinator, at bhwagner34@msn.com--he sends an email to the volunteer list prior to shows asking people to sign up.

 

A big thanks to Learning Systems, Inc. and Alan Rainey for a generous to FoB in support of our Celtic shows.

 

Please Do the Dues!!! Membership dues are by the calendar year—2008 dues are due! Your donations are crucial!!! Dues provide a safety net for when admission charges don’t cover expenses. Please help us keep the music coming. Become a Friend of Bob! Dues are $10 per person. If you can make a donation above the $10 we would greatly appreciate it, and since we are a 501[c][3] not-for-profit organization, donations above the dues are tax-deductible and really assist us HUGELY in what we're trying to do. The following people have sent in their dues since our last newsletter and January 2nd, when this newsletter was written.

Keith & Kathy Beach

Mary Ellen Bock

Liz Brooks

Peter Bunder

Larry & Chris Conway

Burgess Davis

Steve & Mary Firestone

Richard Fudge

Mike & Sally Harmon

Ted Harris

Michael Hines

Susan Hyatt

LuAnn Lamie

Bruce Lehman

Bernard J. Lohsl

Kathy O’Neil

Vicki Phillips

Debbie & John Prewett

Alan Rainey

Scott E. Randolph

Meredith Richmond

Dave Samuelson

Bill Selby

Lanni Senn

Beverly Skinner

Jerry & Cindy Smith

Jean Stiles

Kathryn Trinkle

 

www.myspace.com/friendsofboblivemusiccoop

FoB has dipped its toes into the 21st century—it now has a MySpace page that will be a convenient way to visit the MySpace pages of upcoming FoB performers and hear a selection of their music. Our thanks to Scott Randolph for volunteering to set it up and maintain it.

 

Our March show: The Red Stick Ramblers will appear at the Lafayette Brewing Company on Friday, March 21st. From Baton Rouge, Louisiana, the Red Stick Ramblers cook up a musical stew using their blend of Cajun, Western swing, blues, and old-school jazz. Two fiddles, guitar, stand-up bass, and drums ensure that no one in the room fails to be energized by their rhythmic gumbo.

 www.redstickramblers.com       www.myspace.com/theredstickramblers

 

For details about other live music in the area, go to

The Lafayette Music League site: www.thirdleg.net

Lafayette Brewing Company: www.lafayettebrewingco.com/music

 

Tippecanoe Chamber Music Society:

Trio Amabile with Eric Grossman, violin

Date:

02/03/08

Time:

3:00 p.m.

Location:

Duncan Hall, 619 Ferry Street, Lafayette

Description:

New York City violinist, Eric Grossman will round out a program with Trio Amabile's Colette Grossman Abel, Margot Marlatt and Alfred Abel. The concert  will include string quartets by Mendelssohn and Haydn, as well as the Op. 9 No. 1 string trio by Beethoven.

 

 

If you prefer not to receive emails from Friends of Bob live music co-op, please let us know: fob@insightbb.com
